
1. Isabella Fyfe
Jan. 30, 1851

Isabella was the child of innkeepers and a native 
of Forres Scotland. She immigrated to Canada by 
way of New York in 1833 onboard a ship called 
The Favorite of Montreal. At the time passenger 
manifests were the main immigration document. 

Isabella’s stone was carved by local stone mason 
Thomas Francis and 
his signature is at the 
bottom of the stone. This 
stone features 3 thistles. 
Thistles have a history 
as a symbol of Scottish-
ness. They also have 
religious significance as 
a representation of the 
crown of thorns and 
the passion of Christ.

2.Harriet 
Bartlett
Feb. 1, 1883

Few of Harriet’s written 
records have survived. 
British settlers required 
the least amount of 
documentation to 
immigrate to Upper 
Canada. As a native 
of Baldock England, 
Harriet was considered 
the most desirable 
kind of settler. During 
the 1800s the British 
government used 
migrant guidebooks 

and land grants to encourage immigration to 
Upper and Western Canada.

Harriet’s stone is made of thin white marble. In 
the 1800s marble or sandstone were the most 
popular choices. These soft stones are easy to 
carve and allow masons to create elaborate 
designs and write the details of the deceased’s life 
or their country of origin.

7.Shadrach
Martin
Dec. 26, 1917

Many Londoners knew Shadrach Martin as 
a barber and Emancipation Day organizer. 
He was also the first black man to serve in 
the Union forces of the American Civil War.

A Free Press article 
reveals that many 
Londoners assumed 
Shadrach was born a 
slave, but he was born a 
free man. In 1793 Upper 
Canada’s Governor 
passed the Anti-slavery 
Act, which freed 
enslaved people over 
25 and made it illegal 
to bring enslaved folks 
into Upper Canada.  
London’s inland 
location made it a safe refuge for people fleeing 
slave catchers.

Shadrach moved to London from Nashville 
Tennessee for work in 1854. He returned 
to the US in 1857. In 1861 Shadrach was 
working as a barber in St. Louis, Missouri. One 
client, a Union naval officer named Captain 
Sanford, asked him to enlist as a steward.

 For two years and one month Shadrach was 
in active service on a river gunboat. During 
this time he was shot in the foot at Fort Henry, 
Tennessee. His gunboat was also involved in 
capturing Vicksburg along the Missouri River.

Shadrach returned to London on June 4th 
1863. He resumed his work as a barber and 
shaved many well-known London families like 
the Labatts, the Cronyns, and Sir John Carling. 



This tour contains the stones of 7 immigrants buried at Woodland and gives a 
brief history of immigration to Upper Canada. During the early 1800s the 
British government encouraged British, Scottish and Irish immigration to continue 
settling the colony and defend the border against American encroachment.

During the late 1800s and early 1900s immigrants from a wider range of 
countries traveled to Canada for work and an opportunity at a better life. 
Throughout this time-period Canadian Parliament continued to relax restrictions on 
immigration until Canada became the ethnically diverse place we recognize today.

4. Ida Kari
Aug. 21, 1939

Ida immigrated from Finland to Canada with 
her husband John. This was during a lull 
in migration to Canada that started during 
World War I and continued through the Great 
Depression until the end of World War II.

The couple landed in the U.S.A and crossed the 
border from Detroit. Ida contracted tuberculosis 
not long after she settled in London and started a 
family. She was admitted to the Queen Alexandra 
Sanatorium where she died from her illness.

Ida has two different headstones. One is a 
professional stone made of granite. Granite 
a popular choice for modern headstones 
because of its durability. The second headstone 
is made from poured concrete. It appears to 
have been handmade, possibly by her family 
while waiting for the professional stone.

3.Ting Yeung
Wong
1933

Ting’s stone is written in Cantonese and 
uses the traditional Chinese memorial style; 
the center column gives his name, the left 
column tells where and when Ting died, and 
the right column says where Ting was born. 
Ting was from Taishan, a region of China 
many Canadian Railroad workers were from.

In 1885, the Canadian Pacific Railway was 
completed. That year the government passed 
the Chinese Immigration Act which required 
a $50 head tax (approx. $1200 today) to all 
Chinese immigrants entering Canada. In 
1903 it was raised to $500 per person, (and 
in 1923, Canadian Parliament updated the 
act to exclude all immigration from China.) 
Ting died in 1933 while the act was still 
in place. It was not repealed until 1947.

5.Thomas
Phillips M.D.
Nov. 20, 1883

Dr Phillips was an Irish physician assigned to 
the ship The Duncan Gibb as part of a regulation 
designed to limit the spread of cholera. No 
cholera was found, so Dr. Phillips settled in 
Adelaideshire. He later resettled in London 
and purchased a house on Maple Street. Dr. 
Phillips started his own practice in London 
and later devoted two evenings a week to 
giving private instruction to medical students. 

Philips is remembered as a good doctor and 
teacher. In the book Pioneer Days in London, 
he is described as “a rather tall, gentlemanly-
looking man, with a somewhat reserved manner, 
a pale face and the little grey side whisker 
characteristic of an English physician” (84). His 
immigration story is inscribed on his stone.

6.Kleomenis
Karambelas
Jun. 27, 1930

Kleomenis N. Karambelas immigrated from 
Sparta, Greece. Kleomenis was part of an influx of 
Greek migrants to Canada that began in the early 
1900s due to political and economic upheaval 
in Greece. Kleomenis first settled in Toronto 
where he worked as a confectioner. He married 
in 1917 and relocated to Wallaceburg Township 
with his family. By 1921 he had anglicized his 
name to Clay Campbell. Anglicizing names was 
common practice for ethnic groups who felt 
pressure to assimilate or faced discrimination 
from English-speaking Canadians.

Kleomenis’ stone is written in Greek and 
preserves his heritage and immigration story 
in his native Greek language. His burial records 
read Clay, but his stone reveals his true name.


